Grand Master Coronavirus (COVID-19) Directive
March 13, 2020
I firmly believe in the autonomy of our institutions and the importance of letting our leaders
lead. To that end, effective immediately, Masonic activities within the jurisdiction
may proceed, provided the presiding officer determines it is the prudent and responsible
thing to do.
To each individual in position to make such a decision, I strongly urge you to monitor
the spread of the coronavirus, particularly in your community and surrounding area,
and to put the health and wellbeing of your members above all else. To that end, all
non-essential Masonic meetings and activities are hereby suspended or cancelled
thru April 30th or until further notice.
An essential meeting is a once a month meeting to transact the business of the
organization to include paying bills, collecting dues and to hold elections. When possible
only have the required officers necessary to conduct business to meet. Utilize
teleconference calls where possible.
A non-essential meeting includes meetings to perform degree work, townhalls,
fundraisers, mentoring events, etc.. Utilize teleconference calls if needed.
Make sure the meeting place is properly sanitized to include furnishings and lavatories.
It is imperative that we quickly, clearly, and decisively communicate this message to the
Craft. With the benefit of time and further consultation with leaders from inside and outside
the fraternity, we are afforded the opportunity to refine the decision and the implications
it has on our members, lodges, and appendant bodies.
I highly recommend that you educate yourself on the facts about the virus. Attached is
a COVID-19.fact sheet. Also included is a letter that should be given to your
subordinate house and officers: “Advice for Churches from the Surgeon General: Preparing
Your Church for Coronavirus” Although it was written for churches, it is appropriate for our
organization.
This announcement is subject to further revisions as the situation dictates. Grand
Lodge will monitor developments daily.
Take due notice thereof and govern yourself accordingly.
Fraternally yours,

Wilbert M. Curtis
Wilbert M. Curtis, Grand Master
MWPHGL of Texas and Jurisdiction
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